


Museums where AES+F have exhibited:  

MCA Garage, Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow Museum of Modern Art, Multimedia Art 

Museum, State Center for Contemporary Art (Moscow), State Russian Museum (St. 

Petersburg), MAXXI and MACRO Future (Rome), Centre Pompidou (Paris), Faena Art 

Center (Buenos-Aires), National Gallery of Australia (Canberra), Academy of Arts and 

Gropius Bau (Berlin), ZKM (Karlsruhe), HAM and Kiasma (Helsinki), SCAD Museum 

(Savannah), Albright-Knox Museum (Buffalo), Moderna Museet (Stockholm), Tel Aviv 

Museum of Art, Tate Britain (London), Les Abattoirs (Toulouse), the Louvre (Paris), 

Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum and CA2M (Madrid),  Mori Art Museum (Tokyo), 

Gwangju Museum of Art (Gwangju), Jeonnam Museum of Art (Jeonnam), Leeum 

Museum of Art (Seoul), and many others..  

Museum and public collections:  

State Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow Museum of Modern Art, Multimedia Art Museum, 

State Center for Contemporary Art (Moscow), State Russian Museum (St. 

Petersburg), Moderna Museet (Stockholm), MOCAK (Krakow), CCA Ujazdowski Castle 

(Warsaw), ZKM (Karlsruhe), Art Gallery of South Australia (Adelaide), MONA 

(Hobart), Sammlung Goetz (Munich), Vanhaerents Art Collection (Brussels), Taguchi 

Art Collection (Tokyo), Museum of Fine Arts (Houston), Carl & Marilynn Thoma 

Foundation (Chicago), Nomas Foundation (Rome), Pino Pascali Museum (Polignano-

a-Mare), CA2M (Madrid), Wien Museum (Vienna), Art Museum of Northern Norway 

(Tromso), Les Abattoirs (Toulouse), Nam June Paik Art Center (Yongin), European 

Center of Photography, Centre Pompidou, Louis Vuitton Foundation (Paris), and 

many others.

WEBSITE: AESF.ART  

INSTAGRAM: @aesplusf 

FB PAGE: @AESplusF 

TRAILERS: 

Last Riot – vimeo.com/50510864 

The Feast of Trimalchio – vimeo.com/50279080 

Allegoria Sacra – vimeo.com/49712613 

Inverso Mundus – vimeo.com/135175707 
 

Psychosis (theater) – youtu.be  

Psychosis (video) – www.wearekabinett.com 
 

Turandot (theater) – www.youtube.com 

Turandot (video) – www.youtube.com

AES+F  

(from left to right:  

Evgeny Svyatsky,  

Lev Evzovich,  

Tatiana Arzamasova,  

Vladimir Fridkes).  
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Short biography:  

The Russian art collective was founded as AES in 1987 by T. Arzamasova, L. Evzovich, 

and E. Svyatsky; it became AES+F with the addition of V. Fridkes in 1995. The group 

works at the intersection of traditional media, photography, installation, video, and 

digital technologies. The practice of AES+F is a kind of social psychoanalysis by which 

the group examines global values, vices, and conflicts of contemporary culture. 

AES+F achieved worldwide recognition and acclaim in the Russian Pavilion at the 

52nd Biennale di Venezia in 2007 with Last Riot (2007), their first multi-channel video 

installation. The following two projects, The Feast of Trimalchio (2009), and Allegoria 

Sacra (2011), were also shown at the biennales of Venice, Moscow, and others. AES+F 

presented their next multi-channel video project, Inverso Mundus (2015), at the 56th 

Biennale di Venezia, 4th Kochi-Muziris Biennial, 1st Bangkok Biennial, and others. The 

most recent video installation Turandot 2070 (2021) was presented at Jeonnam 

Museum of Art in South Korea in 2021. 

The collective also works on set design for theater. In 2016 they created a video set 

decoration for the play Psychosis at Electrotheatre Stanislavsky in Moscow, afterwards 

adapting it for an installation using virtual reality technology. 

In 2019 AES+F presented their first opera – a reinvented Turandot by G. Puccini, which 

critics have called brave and prophetic – at Teatro Massimo di Palermo, Teatro 

Comunale di Bologna (2019), and Badisches Staatstheater Karlsruhe (2020). 

AES+F have been awarded the Sergey Kuryokhin Prize (2011, Russia), Kandinsky Prize 

(2012, Russia), NordArt Festival Prize (2014, Germany), and the Pino Pascali Award (2015, 

Italy), as well as the Gold medal from the Russian Academy of Arts (2013, Russia). 

http://aesf.art
https://www.instagram.com/aesplusf/
https://www.facebook.com/AESplusF/
https://vimeo.com/50510864
https://vimeo.com/50279080
https://vimeo.com/49712613
https://vimeo.com/135175707
https://youtu.be/JFm5cc1UYZQ
https://www.wearekabinett.com/p/aes_f/Mjc2NTg1NzUw_MTA0MzgyMDY3NQ==
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwMLc1r-UxQ&list=RDfwMLc1r-UxQ&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f3TidRvLZKk


AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Project 2019. Concept

The story told by Homer of Odyssey’s travels, of the tribes he encountered, of monsters 

and gods, relates to our time in a surprising way. We live amidst contemporary myths 

about genetic experiments, cyborgs or human augmentation, research into immortality, 

about a humanity that is encroaching on gods’ territory. People feel cramped within 

traditional social identities of gender and age.  

AES+F interpret the world of Homer’s heroes through the prism of contemporary society, 

including the fears and hopes associated with the future. For example: Feminism and 

female revenge (Circe), fear of ecological catastrophe (Scilla and Charybdis), political 

movements of teenagers (Lestrigones), replacement of humans with automation (Calypso), 

consciousness-altering substances (Lotophages), new gender identities (Sirens).  

AES+F see gods as a world elite that has acquired immortality via contemporary medicine 

(as in Yuval Noah Harrari’s books), and are manipulating the mortals using social network 

technologies (Olympus, Polyphemus and Cyclops).



AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Episode Overview

Ten episodes, the total duration of 80-100 minutes 

1. “Circe” – a feminist sorceress living in a villa on the Mediterranean Sea, turning beautiful youths that 

accompany Odysseus into pig-like mutants. Live action + CG, 6-10 min. 

2. “Polyphemus and Cyclops” – a tribe of one-eyed giants inhabiting the ruins of an industrial zone. Gods 

manipulate them through mobile phones. The story of Polyphemus resembles a video game. Live action + 

CG, 6-10 min.  

3. “Scylla and Charybdis” – products of secret laboratories, the result of experiments in creating beings 

with supernatural abilities. The creations of science result in ecological catastrophe. Only CG, 6-10 min.  

4. “Sirens” – beautiful singing creatures with vivid bird feathers and fluid genders. Live Action + CG, 6-10 

min. 

5. “Olympus” – a giant pool party over the clouds on the roof of a skyscraper that resembles the Marina Bay 

Sands.  This episode has two kinds of people – gods and mortals. The gods are the future’s elite which has 

gained immortality via contemporary medicine and technology. Live action (massive) + CG, 6-10 min.  

6. “Hades” – is a ghostly supermarket and ghost visitors. Only CG, 6-10 min.  

7. “Calypso” – a many-handed android nurse. The episode is about forced care that is impossible to escape. 

Live action with 1 actor + 1 CG character, 3-6 min. 

8. “Lotophages” – drug addicts living on the outskirts of some large city that resembles Paris. Only CG, 3-6 

min.  

9. “Laestrygonians” – average looking teenagers eating fast food, turn out to be human eating giants. Live 

action, CG, 6-10 min. 

Actors 

The authors are working on approaching 

for each episode an iconic star of the 

world of cinema and culture. The authors 

are currently considering for various roles 

Mikhail Baryshnikov, Antony Roth 

Costanzo, and some others. 

Actors can take part as themselves or as 

virtual copies.



Episode #1 – «Circe» 

We find ourselves at a villa on the Mediterranean Sea, walking 

down its corridors and through open doors, looking out of its 

windows. On the walls of the villa are paintings by famous 

modernists, Rothko, Twombly. At some point we meet the villa’s 

owner, a beautiful middle-aged woman – the sorceress Circe 

(imagine she is performed by Charlotte Rampling). In various 

crevices, through half-translucent curtains we see fragments of 

young male bodies, lounging around a pool and basking in the 

sun – an idyllic scene. Gradually we notice that something 

strange is happening at the villa – we observe unusual and 

terrifying physical transformations. We don’t realize what it is at 

first.  

Finally, we gradually understand that we saw only fragments of 

the youths around the pool. They turn out to be mutants – a mix 

of swine and human. Some have swine heads, some torsos, 

some have several handsome male heads on one swine body. 

This whole group is resting carefree around the pool. Circe 

gently touches the mutants, who partly preserve the charm of 

youths.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #2 – «Polyphemus and Cyclops» 

Odysseus (the viewer sees his perspective) finds himself 

among cyclops, a kind of tribe that represents contemporary 

precariat, “white-trash” that live on the ruins of a 21st century 

industrial zone. They are either looking at their mobile phones 

with their only eye, or moving chaotically like zombies among 

the ruins.  

From time to time they fight among themselves. Odysseus is 

dragged into these fights, dodging their clumsy bodies. 

Sometimes they chase after him, but this chase is also strange 

because they constantly and suddenly lose interest and begin 

pursuing other ridiculous goals. They are trying to knock out 

each others’ only eye, and this is the purpose of all their fights.  

Gradually the situation changes. Someone loses their eye, like 

Polyphemus. Someone continues to look into the screens of 

their phones without pause. Everything returns to the 

beginning of the episode.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #3 – «Scylla and Charybdis»  

We see a small idyllic Swiss landscape: a lake, mountains, fields, 

cows, small churches, houses with wood framing. 

The camera descends through the lake, and we find ourselves 

on its bed, in an underwater laboratory where an experiment is 

taking place to raise a creature with supernatural abilities. The 

creature is in a giant glass pod and appears to be a giant body 

with six dog heads and twelve dog paws, which is literally how 

Homer describes Scylla. 

We see the monster awake and break through the pod. Scylla 

dashes to the top of the lake and finds itself atop a huge 

whirlpool – the lake turns into a massive vortex. That is 

Charybdis, who begins to consume everything starting with 

the flawless creature – Scylla, and then the entire landscape 

like a blanket being pulled from the mountain. Everything is 

sucked into the vortex. The lake disappears. Instead of a 

blooming European landscape we see a desert and sand 

blowing in the wind.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #4 – «Sirens» 

Sirens are creatures with vivid feathers who traverse a 

contemporary urban landscape, flying into underground 

parking lots and over towering skyscrapers. First we see them 

from afar, then they come closer. The image of the Sirens 

resembles popular androgynous models. We think that all of 

these creatures have no specific sex and different skin colors, 

but then we see that the Sirens constantly change their sex, 

skin color, the form and color of their plume. They come closer 

and then move farther away. This episode would have a special 

surround sound, from various distances and directions we hear 

their supernatural singing. (The voice/actor could be one 

countertenor, i.e. Anthony Roth Costanzo, preliminary agreed)

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #5 – «Olympus»  

A giant pool party over the clouds on the roof of a skyscraper 

that resembles the Marina Bay Sands. The guests drink and 

socialize, sometimes swim and have sex. This episode has two 

kinds of people – gods and mortals. The gods are the future’s 

elite which has gained immortality via contemporary medicine 

and technology. They are described in the book Homo Deus by 

Yuval Noah Harrari. The gods have ideal bodies and faces, and 

look like famous actors and models – from the past as well as 

the present. They are taller than mortals and their movements 

are more graceful (Mikhail Baryshnikov is playing Poseidon, 

preliminary agreed). As in ancient mythology, the gods keep 

the company of humans.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #6 – «Hades»  

Hades, where the hero (viewer) finds himself, looks like a ghost 

supermarket, where all products, objects, shelves, and 

shoppers are transparent. This corresponds to the ancient idea 

that in Hades there are shadows of things and people. The 

viewer, finding himself in this supermarket, also becomes 

transparent. He tries to take some object from the shelf, but his 

hand moves through it. Ghost-shoppers are moving through 

one another, through walls and stillages with products. Only 

the dog Cerberus, waiting for his owner in front of the 

supermarket, is a real and pretty cute Jack Russel with 3 heads.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #7 – «Calypso»  

This episode, as in Homer’s, is dedicated to forced care 

which is impossible to escape. The nymph Calypso is a 

nurse-robot, of which there could be several but with the 

same Asian appearance. She has many appendages-

manipulators, with which she can affect the body of 

Odysseus. He tries to escape her grasp, but he cannot. 

The robotic movements of Calypso’s appendages do not 

stop for a single moment. We see that the protagonist 

tries to get up from his bed and leave, but the nurse 

constantly returns him to the bed, makes injections, gives 

him drugs, takes his blood pressure, and changes his 

bedpan. This continues for the duration of the entire 

episode.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #8 – «Lotophages»  

We find ourselves at the outskirts of some large city that 

somehow resembles Paris, with social housing for the poor. An 

empty parking lot, a half destroyed car. In the background is a 

glittering cosmic-style skyscraper surrounded by flying objects 

from familiar Sci-Fi films.  

People gather in the parking lot. We see that they are taking 

some kind of substance that looks like seeds. This is a literal 

illustration to Homer’s text – Lotophages ate the seeds of 

lotuses and offered them to every traveler, who in turn lost 

their memory.  

We see that these people start to change – lotuses begin 

sprouting and blooming on their bodies. Then the flowers fall 

off and we see that behind them there is emptiness, the 

human is gone. New people appear on the parking lot, take the 

seeds, are covered in lotuses which then fall off. The people 

disappear.

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Episode #9 – «Laestrygonians»  

The island of Laestrygonians is, according to Homer, a land of 

cannibal giants. We see a hilly area covered in northern pines, 

crags. In midst of this landscape is a group of teenage giants; 

mighty pines are only as high as their ankles. From first glance 

they look like average teenagers, eating some kind of fast food. 

The camera moves closer until it goes inside one of the giant’s 

mouths and we see that the fast food packaging contained 

skyscrapers, docks, tankers…  

Tankers break on their teeth, with tiny humans jumping off of 

them. On the tongue, fragments of factories, power stations, 

ships, and skyscrapers. We see how a multi-story cruise liner is 

swallowed up. The episode ends with the devouring of 

civilization, which all gradually goes down the Laestrygonian’s 

throat. 

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Synopsis



Various episodes of the project will be realized in the following formats: 

– Single channel video with audio; 

– Participatory performance incorporating XR; 

– Musical clips; 

– Immersive multi-channel video installation. 

Possible platforms for exhibition (whole project or episodes individually): 

– Museum exhibition of full project or performance / screening of individual episodes; 

– Biennials and art festivals incorporating the project in part or in full; 

– International film festivals; 

– Parts of the project can exist online in various formats (music video, web page, etc); 

– International film festivals in Venice, in Europe, in USA, etc. 

AES+F. ODYSSEY 
Formats and platforms for exhibition 



Last Riot (2007)



Last Riot (2007)



The Feast of Trimalchio (2009)



The Feast of Trimalchio (2009)



AHL Sculptures (2005-2006)



Allegoria Sacra (2011)



Allegoria Sacra (2011)



Inverso Mundus (2015)



Inverso Mundus (2015)



Mare Mediterraneum (2005-2006)



Mare Mediterraneum (2005-2006)



Angels-Demons (2009)



Angels-Demons (2009)



Опера “Турандот” Дж. Пуччини в Teatro Massimo, Палермо, 2019 г.

Turandot (2019)



Опера “Турандот” Дж. Пуччини в Teatro Massimo, Палермо, 2019 г.

Turandot (2019)
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